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1. INTRODUCTION 

The debate on the link between the subject and object of social 

and political consciousness of a person and his objective social 

position is one of the most long-lasting and controversial topics 

of political sociology and political economy. The central issue 

in this inquiry is why and how material inequalities become 

translated (or not) into collective identities, shared collective 

norms and political action. Throughout the history of the 

theories of social stratification, which were deeply inspired by 

Marxism, there has been a rather linear deterministic 

association between an individual's position in the economy and 

the worldview he or she develops. The concept of a ‘class for 

itself’ (a politically mobilised and self-aware class of people) 

and a ‘class-in-itself’ (an objective class of people with a 

similar relationship to the means of production) implied in Karl 

Marx's work suggested that people who share a similar 

structural position in the economy would inevitably adopt 

similar forms of consciousness. In this classical model, it was 

the material deprivation, or privilege, that was predicted to 

create a single ideological superstructure that would unite 

people of the same class into a unified social-political class. 

But as industrial societies became increasingly complex, post-

industrial and integrated with the world, there was a 

considerable empirical strain on this deterministic linkage. Max 

Weber added important nuances to this discourse, stating that 

social stratification is not one-dimensional. For Weber, the 

status of an individual was not merely a reflection of his or her 

economic position, but also of his or her social prestige and 

honour and political power, determined by the combination of 

these three factors: "Class" (economic position), "Status" 

(social prestige and honor), and "Party" (political power). On 

this multidimensional base, modern sociologists such as Pierre 

Bourdieu and Erik Olin Wright then further challenged the 

notion of simple economic determinism. Bourdieu showed that 

wealth and influence in society are not only measured by 

monetary wealth but also by the acquisition of "cultural capital" 

(education, tastes, and knowledge) as well as "social capital" 

(networks and affiliation). Although the contemporary societies 

have a very fragmented reality, there is often a plurality of 

seemingly contradictory and overlapping subjective 

consciousnesses, due to the fact that objective social positions 

are often paired with an equally complex and unstable 

consciousness. It is often the case that while material inequality 

is starkly obvious, there is little of the class ideology that is 

expected, and instead a matrix of individual values and political 

orientations. 

The socio-economic situation in the State of Haryana is a very 

interesting and complex laboratory to explore this modern 

disconnection between objective class and subjective 

consciousness. In recent decades, Haryana has seen an abrupt 

and hasty economic growth and social stratification process. 

The state's history is grounded in that of the Green Revolution, 

which transformed agrarian relations fundamentally, 

concentrated land power in the hands of dominant agricultural 

communities, and established a farmers' bourgeoisie. But this 

agrarian base has been laid upon in the recent years amidst a 

quick pace of hyper-modern and industrial growth, urbanisation 

and a huge service sector in the National Capital Region (NCR) 

towns and cities, most prominently in Gurugram, the hub of 

Gurgaon, and Faridabad. This dual economy has created all 

new types of social mobility, occupational diversification, and 

economic inequality. The traditional agricultural laborers and 

farmers are in the same regional ecosystem as a growing middle 

class in the corporate sector, industrial workers and a massive 

informal sector, which creates a highly polarised and precarious 

socio-economic situation. 

Importantly, there has been no replacement of older and 

traditional modes of social organisation by this acceleration of 

economic modernisation in Haryana, but instead these have 

been thrown together and bound into knots with it. Older social 

organisations such as caste, kinship, and agrarian allegiance still 

play a large role in daily life, access to resources, and political 

organisation. This is the reason why the social structure of the 

present-day Haryana is one that faces the complex 

intersectionality of deep-rooted caste structure and new 

capitalist class formation. This can result in what theorists call 

"contradictory class locations," meaning that someone may 

have high endogenous social status based on caste or land 

ownership, but be highly vulnerable when it comes to economic 

status in the modern economy, or vice versa. The incorporation 

of the traditional and the hyper-modern makes Haryana an 

exceptional setting to explore how the class character, the 

subjective form of the social experience, is actually constituted 

when individuals are drawn by competing material and cultural 

forces. 

In this transitionary and highly differentiated setting, the 

present study will examine the phenomenon of "ideological 

diffusion". This study's basic hypothesis is that although 

material resources, life chances and economic risks are well in 

line with objective social class in Haryana, the values, 

ideologies and political attitudes of the individuals often cross 

the objective class boundaries. Since people are simultaneously 

socialised in many different ways, such as those of the mass 

media, the welfare state, their education and the culture of their 

caste or religion, their subjective value orientations do not 

correspond easily with their bank account or their job. Two 

people of similar income levels, one from rural and the other 

from urban areas, may have the same sense of duty toward 

religion or personal freedom, while two people of the same 

income level may have opposing stances on social justice. 

This study attempts to empirically understand this complexity 

by going beyond traditional, single-variable measures of 

stratification (only income or only land ownership). Rather, it 

takes a multidimensional analytical approach and develops a 

"Social Class Index" (SCI) to capture objective material reality 

and a "Value Orientation Index" (VOI) to capture subjective 

class character. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Research Design 

The present study adopts a quantitative, empirical, and 

descriptive-analytical research design to investigate the 

complex relationship between objective social class and 

subjective class character. Moving beyond classical 

deterministic frameworks, the research assumes that 

contemporary class character is a multidimensional 
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manifestation of social experience. To empirically capture this 

phenomenon—which the study identifies as "ideological 

diffusion"—the research employs a multi-layered analytical 

strategy. This strategy progresses from descriptive statistical 

profiling of the socio-economic environment to advanced 

correlation-based examinations, ultimately culminating in a 

sociological interpretation of the observed empirical regularities 

(stylised facts). 

 

2.2 Study Area and Sampling Strategy 

The empirical investigation is geographically anchored in the 

state of Haryana, an ideal socio-economic laboratory that 

simultaneously exhibits rapid agricultural modernisation, 

intensive industrial/urban expansion, and the enduring influence 

of traditional social institutions (such as caste and agrarian 

networks). 

Primary data were collected through a structured sample 

survey. The study utilises a socially heterogeneous sample of 

250 respondents (N = 250). The sampling strategy was 

designed to ensure robust socio-economic diversity, capturing a 

wide spectrum of demographic and structural locations. The 

sample encompasses working-age adults (Mean Age = 41.42 

years, SD = 14.19), possessing varied educational attainments 

(ranging from no formal education to postgraduate degrees), 

diverse social categories (General, SC, and OBC), and 

contrasting occupational profiles (including agricultural 

labourers, government employees, self-employed professionals, 

and business owners). To accurately reflect the transitional 

agrarian-industrial economy of Haryana, the sample 

intentionally maintained a near-equal division in agrarian 

capital, with 52% of respondents owning agricultural land and 

48% being landless. 

 

2.3 Variables and Measurement Techniques 

To test the central hypothesis regarding the disjunction between 

material differentiation and normative differentiation, the study 

constructs two primary composite indices: The Social Class 

Index (SCI) as the independent variable, and the Value 

Orientation Index (VOI) as the dependent variable. 

 

2.3.1 Construction of the Social Class Index (SCI) 

[Independent Variable] 

In alignment with contemporary stratification theories proposed 

by Weber, Bourdieu, and Wright, the study rejects single-

indicator measurements (such as income or occupation alone) 

as insufficient for capturing modern class structures. Instead, a 

multidimensional Social Class Index (SCI) was constructed to 

provide a comprehensive measure of a respondent's socio-

economic position. The SCI aggregates numerical scores 

across five distinct socio-economic components: 

1. Educational Attainment: Serving as a proxy for cultural 

capital and cognitive resources. 

2. Occupational Status: Reflecting the respondent's 

structural position within the economic division of labour. 

3. Family Income: Measuring current liquidity and access to 

immediate economic resources. 

4. Asset Ownership: Capturing accumulated wealth, land 

ownership, and long-term economic security. 

5. Social Capital: Measuring non-economic influence, 

including community leadership, organizational 

membership, public influence, and access to 

media/information networks. 

The aggregation of these components generated a continuous 

SCI score for each respondent (ranging from a minimum of 3 to 

a maximum of 20, Mean = 11.47, Median = 12.00, SD = 3.61). 

To facilitate discrete categorical analysis and identify class 

gradients, these continuous scores were subsequently converted 

into a seven-point social class continuum: 

Extreme Proletariat (Scores 3–5) 

Proletariat (Scores 6–7) 

Lumpen Proletariat (Scores 8–9) 

Middle Working Class (Scores 10–12) 

Petite Bourgeoisie (Scores 13–15) 

Bourgeoisie (Scores 16–17) 

 Extreme Bourgeoisie (Scores 18–20) 

 

2.3.2 Construction of the Value Orientation Index (VOI) 

[Dependent Variable] 

To quantify "class character" and subjective consciousness, the 

study developed the Value Orientation Index (VOI). The VOI 

captures the normative dimensions of consciousness through 

respondents' evaluations of seven broad value propositions 

identified in political-psychological literature. The seven 

constituent values are: 

1. Quest for truth 

2. Social justice and equality 

3. Respect for tradition 

4. Economic security 

5. Religious or spiritual beliefs 

6. Individual freedom 

7. Collective welfare 

Data for the VOI was collected using a 7-point Likert scale, 

ranging from "Not at all" (1) to "Very much" (7). The scores for 

individual values were analysed independently to track specific 

ideological commitments, and subsequently aggregated to form 

the composite VOI, providing a quantitative metric of overall 

subjective normative orientation. 

 

2.4 Statistical and Analytical Procedure 

Data analysis was conducted in sequential stages using 

statistical software: 

1. Descriptive Analysis: Central tendencies (mean, median) 

and dispersion metrics (standard deviation, range) were utilised 

to profile the socio-economic and demographic parameters of 

the respondents and to map the distribution of the sample across 

the seven-tier class structure. 

2. Bivariate Correlation Analysis: To examine whether 

objective class positions correspond with distinctive normative 

orientations, Pearson’s correlation coefficients (r) were 

estimated. The analysis mapped the continuous Social Class 

Score and the seven-point categorical class variable against the 

individual value orientations and the composite VOI. Two-

tailed significance tests (p < 0.05 and p < 0.01) were applied to 

determine the statistical validity and systematic nature of the 

observed relationships. 
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3. Sociological Interpretation: The statistical outputs were 

interpreted through the theoretical framework of "ideological 

diffusion," analysing both the significant associations (e.g., 

between class and economic security) and the statistically 

insignificant relationships to draw broader conclusions about 

the subjective conditions of social transformation in Haryana. 

Here is the extended and academically enriched version of 

Section 3 and Section 4 for your PhD research paper. I have 

deepened the sociological analysis, integrated the required 

empirical tables, and included conceptual text-based diagrams 

to visualise the data effectively. 

 

3. Socio-Economic and Demographic Profile of the 

Respondents 

The interpretation of class structure and subjective 

consciousness requires a rigorous understanding of the socio-

economic composition of the sample. Demographic variables 

such as age, gender, educational attainment, occupational locus, 

land ownership, and social capital fundamentally construct both 

objective social position and subjective normative orientations. 

The sample consists of 250 respondents drawn from diverse 

socio-economic backgrounds across Haryana, ensuring a robust 

empirical foundation capable of capturing the state's transitional 

agrarian-industrial economy. 

 

3.1 Age, Gender, and Social Categories 

The demographic baseline of the sample reflects the 

economically active and socially engaged segment of Haryana's 

population. The mean age of the respondents is 41.42 years, 

with a median of 41 years, indicating that the majority of 

participants possess established social identities and stable 

socio-economic trajectories. The sample demonstrates a modest 

male predominance, which aligns with prevailing field 

conditions in rural and semi-urban Haryana where public 

participation and political discourse remain heavily gendered. 

Furthermore, the social category (caste) composition reflects 

the complex social stratification of the state. With a median 

social category score of 2.08, the sample encompasses General, 

Scheduled Caste (SC), and Other Backwards Classes (OBC) 

categories. This diversity is crucial because contemporary 

social stratification in India operates through the 

intersectionality of emerging capitalist class dynamics and 

enduring caste hierarchies. 

 

3.2 Education, Occupation, and Agrarian Capital 

Education serves as a primary marker of cultural capital. The 

sample exhibits significant educational stratification, ranging 

from individuals with no formal education to those with 

postgraduate qualifications (Mean Score = 3.50). This mirrors 

the broader educational expansion accompanying Haryana's 

modernisation. 

Economically, the occupational structure is highly 

heterogeneous. The sample comprises farmers, agricultural 

labourers, formal sector employees (government and private), 

and self-employed business professionals. Crucially, the 

distribution of agrarian capital reveals a society in transition: 

52% of respondents own agricultural land, while 48% do not. 

This near-equal division facilitates a comparative analysis 

between the traditional agrarian segments and the emerging 

landless, industrialised, or service-oriented workforce. 

 

 

Table 1: Comprehensive Demographic and Socio-Economic Profile (N = 250) 

 
Demographic Indicator Statistical Measure / Distribution Interpretation 

Age Mean: 41.42 years (SD: 14.19) Concentrated in the economically active, working-age population. 

Gender Mean Score: 1.54 Modest male predominance in public socio-political engagement. 

Education 
Range: No formal education to 

Postgraduate 
Reflects widening access to cultural capital and modern schooling. 

Social Category General, SC, OBC (Mean: 2.08) Highly diverse, capturing traditional caste-class intersections. 

Land Ownership Land-owning: 52%; Landless: 48% 
Balanced representation of agrarian and non-agrarian economic 

bases. 

Occupation 
Agriculture, Labour, Government/Private 

employment and other occupations 

Demonstrates the shift from a purely rural economy to a mixed 

economic structure. 

 

Diagram 1: The Socio-Economic Matrix of Haryana's 

Workforce 

The diagram below conceptualises how the respondents are 

distributed across the dual economy of contemporary Haryana, 

capturing the intersection of land ownership and occupational 

diversity. 
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4. The Multidimensional Class Structure 

A central theoretical pillar of this investigation is the rejection 

of univariate class measurements. Relying exclusively on 

income or occupational titles fails to capture the complexity of 

contemporary social stratification. Drawing upon the 

multidimensional frameworks of Weber (class, status, party) 

and Bourdieu (economic, cultural, and social capital), this study 

developed a composite Social Class Index (SCI). 

 

4.1 Constructing the Social Class Index (SCI) 

The SCI synthesises five distinct dimensions of socio-economic 

advantage into a singular, continuous metric. 

➢ Educational Attainment: Measures accumulated cultural 

capital and cognitive resources. 

➢ Occupational Status: Measures structural position and 

authority within the division of labour. 

➢ Family Income: Measures current financial liquidity and 

consumption capacity. 

➢ Asset Ownership: Measures accumulated wealth, 

particularly land, ensuring intergenerational economic 

security. 

➢ Social Capital: Measures civic influence, community 

leadership, and integration into information networks. 

The aggregation of these variables produced SCI scores ranging 

from 3 to 20, with a mean score of 11.47 and a standard 

deviation of 3.61. This broad continuous distribution 

empirically validates that contemporary Haryana is not sharply 

polarised into two antagonistic classes (a simple binary of 

labour vs. capital), but is instead characterised by a highly 

differentiated structure featuring multiple intermediate strata. 

 

4.2 The Seven-Point Class Continuum 

To facilitate precise sociological analysis, the continuous SCI 

scores were categorised into a seven-point class continuum. 

This classification scheme identifies clear class gradients and 

allows for the examination of non-linear relationships between 

objective material reality and subjective value orientations. 

 
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents Across the Multidimensional Class Structure (N = 250) 

Class Category 
SCI Score 

Range 
Frequency (n) Percentage (%) Socio-Economic Characteristics 

Extreme Proletariat 3–5 24 9.6% 
Severe material deprivation, landlessness, and negligible 

social/cultural capital. 

Proletariat 6–7 13 5.2% 
Wage labourers, high economic vulnerability, and limited 

formal education. 

Lumpen Proletariat 8–9 59 23.6% 
Informal-sector workers, marginal farmers, and highly 

unstable incomes. 

Middle Working 

Class 
10–12 72 28.8% 

Clerical workers, stable lower-middle-class households, and 

moderate education. 

Petite Bourgeoisie 13–15 26 10.4% 
Small business owners, self-employed professionals, and 

stable assets. 

Bourgeoisie 16–17 48 19.2% 
Large landowners, senior formal-sector employees, and high 

social capital. 

Extreme 

Bourgeoisie 
18–20 8 3.2% 

Elite asset owners, dominant social influence, and high 
cultural capital. 

Total — 250 100.0% — 
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4.3 Interpretation of the Class Structure 

The empirical distribution outlined in Table 2 and visualised 

above yields a critical finding: the largest single cohort in the 

sample is the Middle Working Class (28.8%), closely followed 

by the Lumpen Proletariat (23.6%) and the Bourgeoisie 

(19.2%). 

This distribution challenges traditional orthodox Marxist 

models that predict the hollowing out of the middle classes. 

Instead, the economic modernisation of Haryana has expanded 

the intermediate social locations. However, the existence of 

identifiable class gradients confirms that objective socio-

economic inequalities remain a defining feature of societal 

organization. The subsequent analytical challenge, explored in 

the following sections, is to determine whether these rigorously 

defined objective class differences successfully translate into 

distinct, bounded subjective ideologies, or if normative values 

diffuse freely across these structural borders. 

 

5.2 The Phenomenon of Ideological Diffusion 

The most profound and sociologically significant finding of this 

empirical investigation is the substantial disconnect between 

structural economic location and subjective normative 

commitments. While classical stratification theories predict that 

distinct social classes will cultivate distinct, internally cohesive 

ideological worldviews, the data from contemporary Haryana 

reveals a condition of deep ideological diffusion. This 

phenomenon manifests in two distinct empirical regularities: 

the statistical independence of most core values from objective 

class position, and the fragmented, non-integrated nature of the 

value systems themselves. 

 

5.2.1 The Transcendent Nature of Core Values 

Crucially, for five of the seven core values measured in the 

Value Orientation Index (VOI), the analysis found no 

statistically significant relationship with the respondent's 

objective social class 

Normative commitments to Social Justice & Equality (r = -

0.053, p = 0.405), Respect for Tradition (r = -0.073, p = 0.252), 

Religious or Spiritual Beliefs (r = -0.020, p = 0.755), Individual 

Freedom (r = -0.105, p = 0.096), and Collective Welfare (r = -

0.043, p = 0.503) circulate freely across the class continuum. 

This statistical fact is striking: in the transitional society of 

Haryana these values are not confined to any economic group. 

Statistically, the Bourgeoisie is just as likely as the Extreme 

Proletariat to espouse religious tradition or to advocate 

individual freedom. The diffusion of this indicates the 

possibility of a fundamental break from the older Marxist 

"base-superstructure" approach. But now the economic base 

(objective class) no longer serves as an exclusive basis for the 

ideological superstructure (subjective values). In contrast, 

values have diffused throughout the social stratification system 

and not been confined to it. 

5.2.2 Normative Fragmentation and Ideological Bricolage. In 

addition, the information shows that they do not coalesce into 

monolithic, mutually exclusive political ideologies. The inter-

correlations between any of the seven values, taken 

individually, are also generally low and generally insignificant. 

For example, the relationship between Quest for Truth and 

Social Justice and Equality (r = -0.021) and Respect for 

Tradition (r = -0.029) are very low. Likewise, having strong 

Religious/Spiritual Beliefs doesn't diminish commitment to 

Individual Freedom (r = -0.041). This lack of internal 

correlation confirms that the people who are responding do not 

employ pre-formed “class ideologies” (such as a uniform 

working-class socialist sense of values or a uniform bourgeois 

capitalist sense of values). Rather, people do what sociologists 

call "ideological bricolage"—they distill and assemble 

personalized value systems from a range of conflicting cultural 

discourses. The same person could be deeply reverent of the 

conservative ideas of religion and yet be strongly promoting 

liberal individual rights in the economic arena. This is the 

juxtaposing of opposites that underscores the ambivalent nature 

of the modern mind, its resistance to dogmatic ideological 

limits. The role of mediating institutions is explored. The role 

of intermediating institutions is discussed. Theories of the 

diffusion of these values across well-defined class lines can be 

explained theoretically by the strong position of institutions 

other than economic in Haryana. Objective class sets the 

material boundaries, but consciousness is dynamically formed 

by the intertwining of socio-cultural networks: In Haryana, 

caste identity can often overlap with economic class, with the 

persistence of caste and kinship. A rich caste person and a poor 

caste person can have the same motivations and values for 

supporting tradition and shared community values based on a 

sense of caste solidarity, not economic interest. 

Democratization of Media and Information: Digital technology 

and mass media create a context where urban and rural, rich and 

poor, populations are given access to the same general cultural, 

political and religious messages. This common media usage is a 

way to lend some uniformity to some norms over the economic 

divide. Welfare Populism: Haryana's political economy is 

defined by state-sponsored populist welfare schemes which 

confuse understood class grievances to provide catch-all, cross-

class endorsement of such apparently classless terms as 

"collective welfare" and "social justice", which lose their class-

struggle content. 5.2.4 Summary Finally, it has been shown that 

ideology diffusion is a phenomenon that exhibits a certain de-

coupling between objective class and subjective class character. 

The Social Class Index (SCI) demonstrates that there is a high 

degree of material inequality in Haryana, which is also highly 

structured, while the subjective normative domain is very fluid. 

Its people see their social reality through a complex and 

hybridised lens and prove that class position is no longer the 

sole owner of the moral and ideological consciousness.  

 

6. DISCUSSION  

The Decoupling of Material Reality and Subjective 

Consciousness. The empirical study of the 250 respondents in 

the present day of Haryana gives a complicated picture of social 

stratification and class character. The results call into question 

the orthodox sociological models that are based on the premise 

that an individual's objective position in the economic structure 

(class-in-itself) corresponds with his subjective worldview 

(class-for-itself). In the modern era, the stratification appears 

paradoxical. The stratification in the modern era seems 

paradoxical. The multidimensional Social Class Index (SCI) 
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was able to capture a very differentiated social hierarchy in 

Haryana from Extreme Proletariat to Extreme Bourgeoisie. The 

data support that objective material inequalities remain a sharp 

reality of the socio-economic reality. The problem is that this 

strict material layering is contrasted with the subjective Value 

Orientation Index (VOI). The actors in the social structure have 

a very fluid normative consciousness, but a very high degree of 

social stratification. This disjunction is a confirmation of the 

theoretical interventions of Max Weber and Pierre Bourdieu, 

who held that class character cannot be reduced to simple 

economic ownership. Social and cultural capital are powerful 

intervening variables in the context of a transition economy in 

Haryana (an agrarian society with significant overlap and 

interaction between traditional agrarian networks and hyper-

modern industrial expansion). Cultural or caste-based 

socialisations are often similar across different socio-economic 

groups, thereby counteracting the development of class 

ideologies. 

6.2 The Economic Security of Materials. In spite of the general 

pattern of diffusion of ideas, the study did uncover some 

conditions under which material determinism is true. The 

negative correlation between objective social class and the 

prioritisation of Economic Security (r = -0.146, p = 0.021) is 

statistically significant, and shows that the material 

vulnerability directly influences immediate normative priorities. 

For the Proletariat and Lumpen Proletariat, who live a life at the 

mercy of the whims of the market, without assets, without 

guarantees, the struggle for a living takes over as an ideological 

preoccupation. The sense of existence and survival concerns 

gradually vanishes as people progress the class hierarchy—

gaining assets, steady income, and social resources—and the 

norm of economic security falls in importance. It is true to say 

that class has a strong, but not definitive, influence on the entire 

moral compass, but rather on survival needs at the moment. 

 6.3 Ideological Bricolage of Class Solidarity. The main values 

are disunited in Haryana, which reflects an absence of a 

coherent, ‘class-for-itself’ category. Intercorrelation of values 

like social justice, respect for tradition, and individual freedom 

is weak; this means that the persons who answer the questions 

indulge in ideological bricolage. People select their political 

and social beliefs and values from a variety of cultural, 

religious and economic stories. 

A rural farmer and an urban corporate professional may both 

champion individual freedom in the marketplace while fiercely 

defending traditional religious orthodoxies. Consequently, 

political mobilisation in Haryana is less likely to occur along 

strictly economic class lines, relying instead on cross-class 

socio-cultural identities, populism, and caste solidarities. 

 

7. Conclusions 

This study was an attempt to examine the relationship between 

objective social class and subjective class character in the 

changing socio-economic scenario of Haryana in an empirical 

manner. The study employed a multidimensional Social Class 

Index (SCI) and a composite Value Orientation Index (VOI), 

which were able to record the complexity of the class 

consciousness of the present. 

 

Based on the empirical results, these are the main 

conclusions: 

1. The Most Significant Dimension of Class is its Multi-

dimensionality: The present-day Haryana is not a polarised 

two-class society of capital and labour. The biggest groups are 

the Middle Working Class (28.8%) and the Lumpen Proletariat 

(23.6%). Educational, occupational, financial and social capital 

must be considered when talking about stratification. The use of 

a single indicator measure (such as income) is empirically 

inadequate to represent social location in a transition economy. 

2. Material Deprivation Constrains Survival-Oriented 

Values: Objective class is correlated negatively with 

prioritisation of economic security, thus supporting the notion 

that material deprivation merely affects survival-oriented values 

locally. Objective class position is still very important to gauge 

economic anxiety or material inequality. 

The most important theoretical lesson to be learned is the 

process of ideological diffusion. This is because core societal 

values, which include justice, tradition, spirituality and 

freedom, go beyond formal class divisions. The data is of 

course, more than refutes the orthodox Marxist hypothesis of 

discrete economic classes producing discrete, unified 

superstructures, or ideology. 

Finally, it is concluded in the study that although the objective 

material inequalities are still very clear and rigid in Haryana, 

the subjective normative consciousness has become very fluid. 

Non-economic mediating institutions (caste networks, mass 

media, and state populism) span across economic divisions and 

result in a situation where material divisions outpace normative 

polarisations. 
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