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Abstract Manuscript Information 

This paper examines the theme of Agape Love in Khrawkupar Kharlukhi's novel Ka Sympa. 

Agape Love is a form of selfless and unconditional love that cares for the well-being of others 

without expecting anything in return. The study analyses how this type of love is reflected 

through the character of Pamen and his relationship with Sympa. It is based on the ideas of C. 

S. Lewis, Martin Luther King, R. T. Rymbai and Gary Chapman. The findings show that 

Pamen expresses Agape Love by caring, protecting, teaching, and guiding Sympa even though 

they are not related by blood. His actions show that true love is expressed through kindness, 

compassion, and sacrifice rather than family ties or personal gain. The study concludes that Ka 

Sympa highlights the importance of Agape Love in building strong human relationships and 

creating a caring and harmonious society. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Love has long been regarded as a fundamental value that shapes 

human relationships and society. Scholars and thinkers have 

described love in different ways, each emphasizing a particular 

aspect of human experience. Among these forms, Agape Love 

is widely recognized as a selfless and unconditional love that 

places the needs and well-being of others above personal 

interests. It is a love that is expressed through compassion, 

emphathy and an unwavering commitment to the welfare of 

others. This type of love is commonly understood as Agape 

Love. 

Before examining how Agape Love is reflected in the novel Ka 

Sympa, it is necessary to first discuss the definition of Agape 

Love.According to C.S Lewis in The Four Loves defined Agape 

Love as, “Agape love is unconditional love that seeks the good 

of the beloved without expecting anything in return. It is self-

giving, sacrificial and concerned with the well-being of others”. 

From these words we can understand that Agape Love is a 

selfless love that seeks the welfare, happiness and well-being of 

others. Martin Luther King defines Agape as “Understanding, 

creative, redemptive goodwill for all people. It is an 

overflowing love which seeks nothing in return” (37). From 

these words we can understand that agape love is a self-giving 

love that seeks the highest good of others without expecting any 

reward. In his book Ban Pynïeng La Ka Rasong, R.T. Rymbai 

explains that “A Person can reach God only through his deeds 

in the world and towards his fellow human beings. One cannot 

be willing to help others unless love resides in one’s heart” 

(51). From these words we can understand that every human 

being has a moral responsibility to love and help others. It is 

through acts of kindness, compassion and selfless service that 

one expresses Agape Love and fulfills one’s duty toward both 

humanity and God. 

Agape Love in Khrawkupar Kharlukhi’s novel Ka Sympa is 

reflected through the relationship between Pamen and Sympa. 

The author presents Pamen as an elderly man who willingly 

extends love and care to Sympa after she loses both her parents. 

Following the death of her parents, Sympa’s uncle, Jom, driven 

by greed for wealth, sets fire to her house. Terrified, she 

escapes to Law Ryngku, where she meets Pamen. Their 

relationship develops not through biological connection but 

through compassion, selflessness and unconditional care. 

Through this, the novel demonstrates that genuine love is 

expressed by individuals who willingly help those experiencing 

hardship. 

This is evident in Sympa’s narration: “Kata ka mut ruh ba dei u 

Pamen uba ri ba sumar ïa phi naduh dang rit, ym dei? Ka 

Kohnguh. U Pamen u hikai shna pnur, jingriam mrad, siat 

khnam. Tong dohkha, thaiñ jaiñ, rep kba, jhur bad soh” (46). 

(That means it was Pamen who raised and cared for you since 

childhood, wasn’t it? She nodded. Pamen taught me how to 

weave baskets, rear animals, shoot arrows, fish, weave cloth, 

cultivate paddy, vegetables and fruits). These lines demonstrate 

that after the loss of Sympa’s parents, Pamen assumed the 

responsibility of raising and nurturing her. He provided not only 

shelter and emotional support but also practical knowledge and 

skills essential for her independence and future development. 

Pamen’s affection for Sympa is further demonstrated through 

his acceptance of her as his own daughter despite the absence of 

a biological relationship between them. This is reflected in his 

words: “Dei ma phi ka khun jong nga, nga don ïa phi, nga ïohi 

ïa phi lah biang” (123). (You are my daughter; I am here for 

you, and I have seen enough of your life). His statement 

illustrates that true parenthood is defined not merely by 

biological ties but by unconditional love, dedication, and a 

willingness to assume responsibility for another person’s well-

being. 

Furthermore, Pamen consistently treated Sympa as his own 

child and ensured that she was never left to face difficulties 

alone. Sympa recalls: “Dang rit nga leit sha hat bad Pamen. U 

Pamen u ong ym ju dei ban leit khlem pamen. Mynstep ka 

kyndit. U Tymmen u wiat sha ka u ai bam. U Tymmen u ïalam 

ïa ka shaduh ka khlaw (107). (When I was young, I always went 

to the market with Pamen. He would say that I should never go 

anywhere without him. Every morning, the old man would 

wake up early, prepare food for me, and take me to the forest). 

This passage reveals that although Pamen and Sympa were not 

related by blood, he devoted himself to her care by providing 

nourishment, guidance, protection, and companionship 

throughout her childhood. 

Pamen’s concern for Sympa’s future is also reflected in the 

knowledge and skills he carefully imparted to her. Sympa 

narrates: 

Ha kawei ka sngi u Pamen u wanrah shibun ki tiar phylla kiba 

shna da ka siej. ‘Sympa, kine ki tiar thaiñ, ngan hikai ïa phi.’ 

Ka Sympa ka kmen. Ka la ïoh ban leh eiei ban pynlut ïa ka por 

bad ban ïoh jaiñ thymmai ba kan phong man ka sngi ha ki aïom 

rkhiang u hikai bad u ïohi ba ka Sympa ruh ka tbit ki kti bad 

kloi ban nang (114). 

One day, Pamen brought home several weaving tools made of 

bamboo. ‘Sympa, these are weaving tools; I will teach you how 

to use them.’ Sympa was delighted. She was happy to have 

something meaningful to occupy her time and to weave new 

clothes to wear during the dry season. As he taught her, Pamen 

realized that Sympa was skillful and eager to learn. 

This episode highlights Pamen’s genuine concern for Sympa’s 

personal growth and future independence. By teaching her 

weaving and other valuable skills, he equipped her with the 

ability to sustain herself and face life’s challenges with 

confidence. His happiness in witnessing her enthusiasm and 

determination further reflects his sincere affection and paternal 

care. 

Pamen’s Agape Love reaches its highest expression in his final 

words before his death. Like a devoted father, he offers Sympa 

his final guidance and blessing: 

Sympa, nga kwah ban ïa kren bad phi bad phi dei ban shah 

shkor bha. Sympa phi la ïaid ryngkat ryngkat bad nga ha ka 

lynti ka jingim kaba eh bad tmang ka bym ju don ba nud ban 

ïaid. Phi la ïaishah bad longshlur; phi la ieit bad aiti lut; phi la ri 

ïa la ka jinglong khuid ha ka met, ka mynsiem bad ka jingmut 

jingpyrkhat. Nga ai khublei khatduh ïa phi, ko khun jong nga… 

shongsuk bad kynmaw ïa ki jingsneng jong nga (123).  

Sympa, I wish to speak with you, and I want you to listen 

carefully. You have walked beside me along the difficult and 

lonely path of life that few would dare to travel. You have 
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endured hardships with courage; you have loved 

wholeheartedly and sacrificed selflessly; you have preserved 

the purity of your body, soul, and thoughts. I give you my final 

blessing, my daughter... Live in peace and always remember 

my words of advice. 

These words reveal the profound depth of Pamen’s love and 

concern for Sympa. Before his passing, he provides her with 

encouragement and moral guidance, much like a loving father 

advising his child. His final blessing reflects his hope that 

Sympa will continue to uphold the values, virtues, and 

principles he has instilled in her. 

The love, care, and compassion that Pamen demonstrates 

toward Sympa are significant because they are not founded on 

biological connection or familial obligation. Instead, they 

represent selfless devotion and unconditional concern for 

another individual. This form of love is consistent with Gary 

Chapman’s statement in The Five Love Languages: “Love is 

shown through kindness, protection, and sacrifice” (n.pg). 

Chapman’s perspective reinforces the understanding that 

authentic love is expressed through acts of generosity, 

protection, and self-sacrifice for the benefit of others. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, Khrawkupar Kharlukhi’s portrayal of Pamen in Ka 

Sympa illustrates that genuine love extends beyond biological 

relationships and conventional family structures. It is founded 

upon compassion, generosity, responsibility, and selfless 

service. Through Pamen’s unwaveing care, guidance, protection 

and sacrifice for Sympa, the novel vividly embodies the essence 

of Agape Love. By presenting love as an act of selfless service 

rather than personal obligation or reward, Khrawkupar 

Kharlukhi emphasizes that true humanity is realized through 

acts of kindness and generosity.  Agape Love is expressed 

through nurturing, protecting, guiding, and sacrificing for others 

without the expectation of personal reward. Ultimately, the 

novel highlights that unconditional love plays a vital role in 

strengthening human relationships, fostering social harmony, 

and cultivating a more compassionate society. 
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