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Abstract

India is a rural country, where a large portion of the population still lives in villages. Social,
economic, and administrative disparities in rural areas have led to uneven development. To
address these problems, the Government of India has launched several schemes, of which the
Integrated Rural Development Scheme is of particular importance. This scheme aims to
empower the rural poor by providing them with self-employment, income generation, and
basic amenities to make them self-reliant. In this research paper, Deoli tehsil of Rajasthan state
has been selected as the study area, and the functional deficiencies existing under the
Integrated Rural Development Scheme have been analysed. Functional deficiencies refer to
areas where there are deficiencies in administrative capacity, resource availability, plan
implementation, or service delivery. This study is based on a descriptive and analytical
approach using secondary data. The present study categorises functions/sub-functions into
three groups: high services, medium services, and low services, and offers practical
suggestions at the end of the paper.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Rural development is the foundation of any country's overall
progress. In a developing country like India, where
approximately two-thirds of the population lives in rural areas,
neglecting rural development is a hindrance to national
development. After independence, the Government of India
implemented  various schemes to address poverty,
unemployment, illiteracy, and infrastructural deficiencies in
rural areas. As part of these efforts, the Integrated Rural
Development Scheme was launched in 1978-79.

The objective of this scheme was to increase the income of the
rural poor by providing them with self-employment
opportunities. Although the scheme's objective was broad and
welfare-oriented, functional deficiencies were observed in
many areas during its implementation. Deoli tehsil, a
predominantly agricultural rural area, is an appropriate area for
this study because it presents development potential along with
administrative and resource-related challenges.

2. OBJECTIVES

1. Identify areas with functional deficiencies.
Map:1

2. Analyse the availability of basic services.

3. Evaluate socio-economic conditions.

4. Study geographical and regional disparities.

5. Identify local problems and needs.

6. Provide suggestions for sustainable rural development.

3. METHODOLOGY
The present study is based on a descriptive and analytical
approach, with the primary source of data being secondary data.

4. STUDY AREA

Deoli tehsil is located on the southern edge of Tonk district,
between 25%°44' north latitude and 25°58' north latitude and
75°10' east longitude and 75°52' east longitude. Jahazpur tehsil
lies on the southern border of the study area. Kekri tehsil
borders the tehsil to the west. Todaraisingh, Uniara, and Tonk
tehsils border the study area to the north. Hindoli tehsil borders
it to the east. The tehsil covers an area of 1228.35 square
kilometres, with a population of 214408 according to the 2011
census.
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5. ANALYSIS OF FUNCTIONAL DEFICIENCY AREAS The areas of functional deficiency in various services in Deoli
IN DEOLI TEHSIL

Tehsil were determined based on all the functions/sub-functions
shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Deoli Tehsil: Extent of various works/sub-works

Functions/Sub-functions Radius of functions / sub-functions (in km)
1. Educational
(i) Primary School Only habitation
(ii) Upper Primary School 3
(iii) Secondary School 5
(iv) Senior Secondary School 8
2. Medical and Health
(i) Dispensary 5
(ii) Primary Health Centre 8
3. Postal
(i) Post Office 3
(ii) Courier 8
4. Market
Wholesale Market 8
5. Banking
(i) Bank 8
(ii) Cooperative Society 5
6. Fertilizer Distribution 5
7. Veterinary 8

For a simpler presentation, the above functions/sub-functions 6. AREAS OF HIGH SERVICE DEFICIENCY:

have been categorized into three groups: high-level services Referring to Map 3, it is clear that the northeastern, eastern, and
(radius 8 km), medium-level services (radius 5 km), and low- southeastern border areas of the study area are areas of high
level services (radius 3 km).

service deficiency.
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Map: 3
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1. The settlements located in the northwest of the study area,
namely Malera, Barla, Ramthala, Sangrampura, and Arnia,
lack a service courier. Additionally, two settlements,
Dabarkalan and Dabarkhurd, lack two services: a higher
secondary school and a courier.

2. The Boyara settlement, located in the western border
region of the study area, lacks a higher secondary school.

3. The settlements located in the northern border region of the
study area, Rajmahal, Rawat, Devdawas, Devikheda,
Nayagaon, and Lakolai, lack one service: a courier.

4. The settlements located in the northeast of the study area,
Jaleri, Derawas, Sarkawas, Jagatya, Geroli, Amli, and
Bharna, lack two services: a courier and a veterinary
service. Furthermore, Karasaya, Devpura, and Nandpura

lack three services: a courier, a bank, and a veterinary
service. Furthermore, some settlements lack one service: a
courier.

The settlements located in the southeast of the study area,
Chandali, Sardara, and Utharna, lack a veterinary service.
Apart from this, Sitapura, Rajkot, Benpa, Bishanpura,
Nayagaon, Gopalpura located in the same area lack two
services — courier and veterinary. Toda Ka Gothra,
Laxmipura, Dhanna Ka Jhopra, Sujanpura, Rajnagar
settlements lack four services courier, bank, wholesale
market, veterinary.

Jail, a settlement located on the eastern border of the study
area, lacks all five services higher secondary school,
courier, bank, wholesale market, veterinary.
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7. AREAS OF MODERATE SERVICE DEFICIENCY:

Map 4 reveals some key facts
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1. Sitarampura, Arnia, and Thali settlements, located in the 3. Gurai, Kanwada, Satwara, Baroli, Thikaria, Syawata,

north and northwest of the study area, lack only one
service dispensary.

2. Nivaria, Polyara, Satwara, Gandhigram, Nayagaon,
Jalsina, Jaleri, Amli, and Nandpura, located in the

northeast of the study area, lack one service dispensary. 4,

Haroti and Kishanpura settlements, located in the same
area, lack three services: a secondary school, a
cooperative society, and a fertilizer centre. Bahalari and
Geroti settlements lack two services: a dispensary and a
cooperative society.

Balagarh, Balunda, Akodia, Jail, and Sangrampura,
located in the east of the study area, lack one service
dispensary. Sukhpura settlement, located in this area,
lacks two services: a secondary school and a dispensary.
Sitapura, Rajkot, Benpa, Toda Ka Gothra, Dharola,
Laxmipura, Dhanna Ka Jhopra, Sujanpura, and Rajnagar
settlements located in the southeast of the study area lack
two services: a dispensary and a cooperative society.
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8. AREAS OF SHORTAGE OF THE FOLLOWING
SERVICES

Map:5 A review of Map 5 reveals the following
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1. Bisalpur and Dalvasa settlements located in the northern
part of the study area lack both services: an upper primary
school and a post office. Most settlements in this area lack
one service: a post office.

2. Jagatya, Kishanpura, Haroti, Geroti, Jalimganj, and Jail
settlements located in the northeast and east of the study
area lack both services: a post office. Except for a few
settlements in this area, all other settlements lack one
service: a post office.

3. Two settlements located southeast of the study area,
Bhanoli and Gopalpura, both lack the following services.
All other settlements in this area lack a service post office.

9. THE ROLE OF HUBS IN THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGION

Possibly, due to their advantageous location, settlements evolve
from small villages to large cities, providing central services to
the surrounding rural areas, thus becoming hubs. Most of these
settlements are rural, and therefore, they are called rural hubs.
Some hubs provide local services to the surrounding population
and receive basic goods and services in return. If these service
centres are properly distributed throughout the region, this
exchange can be highly beneficial. It is not necessary that any
service centre or service area be completely identical to another

in size and services; the intensity of demand and types of
services vary from one location to another. Thus, a service-
oriented area is based on the intensity of centralised services,
where people migrate to specific service areas to fulfil their
cultural, economic, and social needs. These needs, whether
primary or secondary, can only be satisfied when service
centres provide various services within that area.

A balanced distribution of central locations, coupled with the
availability of adequate facilities and functions, is essential for
achieving optimal results in integrated regional development. It
is only through a combined hierarchy of central locations that
services and functions can be satisfactorily distributed. The
spatial hierarchy of settlements depends on the types of services
developed in a particular area, as well as the density pattern,
topographic location, and accessibility of the area. Thus, a fully
coordinated and balanced development of an area is possible
through a functional hierarchy of central locations. The
balanced and integrated development of a region is a major part
of regional planning. This depends on the development of
central locations and their hierarchical arrangement. People
living around central locations move from one location to
another to fulfil their needs. For example, daily use items,
education, medical care, and postal services are more essential
for them.
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Rigidity may be necessary in the pattern of linkages between
the centre and its region, but the correct location of functions is
essential in the central location itself.

10. CURRENT ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

It has been demonstrated here that there is a lack of balance
between functions and sub-functions in the tehsil, which is also
confirmed by the identification of functional gaps. The
objective of the present study is to prepare a balanced
development plan for Deoli tehsil. Therefore, it is necessary to
understand firstly, the factors physical, social, economic, and
political that promote unbalanced growth in the region, and
secondly, how areas of functional gaps meet their needs through
service sectors. This can only be achieved by carefully studying
the economic opportunities of a region. If a region has high
economic opportunities for development, the possibility of
balanced economic development will increase.

11. CONCLUSION

The study concludes that the Integrated Rural Development
Scheme has been an effective tool for rural development in
Deoli tehsil, but its full potential has not been realized due to
functional deficiencies. The scheme could be more effective if
administrative efficiency, transparency, and public participation
are increased.
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