
Int. Jr. of Contemp. Res. in Multi. PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL Volume 5 Issue 1 [Jan- Feb] Year 2026 
 

711 
© 2026 Dr. Anil Kumar. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY NC 

ND).https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 

 

 

Research Article 

 

Journey of English Language and its Future 

 
Dr. Anil Kumar * 

Principal, Department of English, Higher Secondary School, Bhikhampur,  

Bhagwanpur Hat, Siwan, Bihar, India 

 
Corresponding Author: *Dr. Anil Kumar DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18730421 

Abstract Manuscript Information 

 

The English language started in the Anglo-Saxon period. There are three language families, 

which are the Indo-European family of languages, the Germanic family of language and the 

origin of English. 

The Old English Period is the early history of the English language. The Middle English 

Period is the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English Language. The Modern English 

Period is influenced by Latin and Greek. Bible Translation is the impact of the Renaissance. 

Sound changes in the English Language are the Great Vowel Shift. From the Old English 

Period to the Modern English Period, there are a lot of changes in vocabulary, word formation, 

Grammar, Phonology, Morphology, Semantics and so on. Foreign influence is shown on 

English in the 17th, 18th and 19th Centuries. Colonialism and the English language are the 

expansion of Vocabulary, Semantics change, Pidgins and Creoles. Besides, it discusses the 

contribution of major writers to enrich the English language. 

We trace out the evolution of Standard English and the significance of English in this 

globalised world where technology reigns. A lot of technical words are used in this language. 

The origin of the English language is in England. This language starts from 5th Century. 

According to the CEOWORLD……” British accent has been rated as the most attractive 

English accent in the world" 

Today, 1.35 billion people speak the English language. Among English speakers, the people of 

the Netherlands have the highest English-speaking proficiency. It is reported by the EF English 

Proficiency Index. 

Future of the English language- Nowadays English language is becoming popular among 

people. The existence of English is probably accepted all over the world. Its proof is Hinglish, 

Kanglish and Chinglish and so on. These words appear from Pidgin. It is developing with 

increasing and prominent writers and World Official language. It is used in International 

seminars, games, news, sitting, etc. In the opinion of David Crystal, "English will remain the 

only language left to be learned, even in 500 years, having the status of a global language and 

finding itself in the service of the world community forever.’' After all Future of English will 

be fulgent. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

We may divide the English language into three sections, as the 

English language is a patterned system of arbitrary sound signal 

characterized by structure dependence, creativity, displacement, 

duality and cultural transmission. 

1) Section A 

2) Section B and 

3) Section C 

 

Section A 

Anglo-Saxon or Early English was used before the Norman 

Conquest. There are different opinions about the exact period in 

which the Old English period begins. This kind of English 

Language period extends from about the year A D 600 to 1100, 

according to F T Wood. A C Baugh says in his book "A History 

of the English Language" that the English Language begins 

with the period from about A D 450 to 1150. C. L. Brook has 

said that the first half of the twelfth century may be regarded as 

the period of transition from Old English to Middle English. 

The land of Angles is England. The language of Angles is 

English. The English Language is a new language for 

inhabitants of England. There are several Dialects in Old 

English. The Origin of the English Language belongs to the 

Low- West Germanic branch of the Indo- European Family. It 

shares particular characteristics common to all Germanic 

languages. 

Celtic was the first Indo- European language to be spoken in 

England. We also find a massive migration of Celts and Gales 

to this certain Island. In this Island Romans began to invade 

Britain. The inhabitants of England. started to speak a Celtic 

language at the time of the Roman invasion. The Roman 

invasion led to the use of Latin in Britain during this period 

peoples spoke Celtic. Celtic forms survive in England in certain 

places, such as "Dover" and river names such as "Avon" and 

"Ouse". We see today. Celtic languages have survived in parts 

of Wales and the Highlands of Scotland. 

The English language itself really took off with the invasion of 

Britain in the 5th century, according to the Encyclopaedia 

Britannica. These three Germanic tribes, the Jutes, Saxons and 

Angles, were seeing new lands to conquer and crossed over the 

North Sea. Today, it must be noted that we know the English 

Language and study yet to be created as the inhabitants of 

Britain spoke various dialects of the Celtic language. Historians 

of the English Language distinguish three main stages or 

periods in its development. First is the Old English or the 

Anglo-Saxon period, extending from 600-1100 A D, followed 

by the Middle English period 1100-1500. Modern English starts 

from 1500 onwards. Old English has different dialects. One of 

them is Northumbrian. It was spoken of the North of the 

Thames. It was the dialect of the Angles. This kind of dialect is 

called the Anglian variety. Old English Poetry had its beginning 

in the Anglian period. We think that it has come down to us 

mostly in West Saxon form. It became popularly known as the 

standard language. It was patronised by King Alfred. Beowulf 

and the Chronicle were written in the West Saxon dialect. The 

dialect of the Jutes was Kentish. They were the earlier settlers. 

The Runic Alphabet was used by the Germanic tribes. The 

Anglo-Saxon language had a high degree of purity. The Old 

English word was enriched by Indo-European words, Celtic 

elements, Latin influence and Scandinavian influence. 

Alliteration was used as a structural device and an essential part 

of the system of versification in Old English. It may be the 

origin of alliteration phrases, such as 'kith' and 'kin', 'friend' and 

'foe', a labour of love which is found in present-day English. 

According to Grimm's Law, the Indo-Germanic voiceless stop 

consonants p, t, and k became voiceless fricative f, the, h, 

respectively. 

 
P > f 

Latin Sanskrit Old English Modern English 

Pater pita faeder father 

Pes padam fot foot 

Piscis  fisc fish 

T > Th 

Latin Sanskrit Old English Modern English 

Tres traya thri three 

Frater brata brother brother 

K > h 

 Latin Old English Old English 

 Condem heorte heart 

 Canis hund hound 

 

It does not remain clear whether Grimm’s Law was in any 

sense a unitary natural sound change or changes that need not 

have occurred together. The component of Gramme’s Law has 

no change. After all, Grimm’s Law is the most natural, 

presented as a sequence of changes. This law has been prepared 

by Jacob Grimm in his Deutsche Grammatik (1822). 

Grimm’s Law had been explained by the Danish Philologist 

Karl Verner in 1875. Verner’s Law was useful for increasing 

step of the English Language. 

 

Middle English Language 

The Middle English Period is an important landmark in the 

history of the English language that begins with the Norman 

Conquest of 1066. It ends with the transitional period towards 

the close of the Middle Ages. Its period is from about A D 1100 

to about 1450. According to the Oxford Companion, the Middle 

English is used to describe the language from 1150 to about 

1500. This period was the effect of the Norman Conquest and 

of the consequent French influence that later deprived England 

of its homogeneous character. English and the Norman French 

had been spoken from 1066 onwards. The French used this 

language side by side in their official work. Step by step, ninety 

percent people in French society began to speak English. It was 

an attractive report for the English Language. The Middle 

English is the mixed Anglo- French tongue. English is descend 

with it. F. T. Wood points out that this process was completed 

by about 1300. It had different dialects, more numerous and 

divergent than those of Old English. The Northern and the 

Midland groups were associated with these dialects. When we 

study the evolution of English, we find that the Middle English 
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Period had four different aspects, which underwent the 

following changes. 

• Grammatical changes 

• Changes in pronunciation 

• Change in spelling 

• Changes in and additions to the vocabulary. 

 

Middle English Grammar: Word order is free in this section. 

All words had final unaccented syllables, which were reduced 

to -e. Here -e had phonetic value, as seeke, sweete and so on. In 

Old English, there were several plural markers, but in Middle 

English had plural markers only in most of the dialects. The 

infinitive form of a verb was indicated in this period by adding -

en to it. The personal pronoun ‘she’ was introduced in this 

period. The Dative and Accusative Cases were formed in this 

period. Gender came in this way. Particularly, Natural Gender 

appeared in this section. 

 

Middle English Pronunciation 

We visualise that the Old English long vowels ‘e’ and ' o 

‘became ‘I’ and ‘u’ respectively. 

 
e > I fet > fit 

o> u fod > fud 

 

The long vowels ‘a’, ‘I’ and ‘u’ changed into the diphthongs 

‘ei’, ‘ai’ and ‘au’ respectively. 

 
ei name > neim 

i > ai fir > fair 

u> au hus > haus 

 

Middle English Spelling 

Spelling changes were due to the influence of the French and 

Norman French orthographic conventions. The difficulties of 

the French scribes, who were the chief copyists, led to a lot of 

confusion in spelling and the consequent loss of the phonetic 

habit of Old English. The French scribes introduced some of 

their own methods of spelling without any corresponding 

changes in pronunciation. Thus, the sound /u/ came to be 

represented by the spelling ‘ou’ and the long /o/ by ‘oo’. 

 

E.g. 
u > ou hus > hous 

o > oo god > good 

 

We find that the hard ‘c’ of Old English came to be written ‘k’ 

before front vowels, as in ‘keep’, but retained as ‘ c’ before 

back vowels, as in ‘cool’. In this way, we find that Old English 

‘cyning’ came to be written as ‘king’. 

 

Modern English. 

This kind of period covers roughly the period from about 1500, 

that made the close of the Middle Ages and the full start of the 

Renaissance, to the present day. The influence of Renaissance 

scholarship, the Reformation, translations of the Bible, the 

Great Vowel Shift, the introduction of the printing press, the 

discovery of new lands, the tremendous growth of vocabulary 

and semantic changes are the main contributory factors to the 

development of Modern English. 

 

The Bible Translation: It is the most widely read and 

frequently quoted book. Its translation influenced the English 

language. It has been translated by William Tyndale from the 

Greek. It has been printed in secrecy in Germany. Coverdale 

has translated the Bible with a beautiful combination of words. 

English Poets like Coleridge, Wordsworth, Milton and 

Tennyson and writers like Bunyan, Browne, Carlyle, Ruskin 

and Newman have been influenced by the style and diction of 

the Bible. Macaulay praises it as a book which “If everything 

else in a language should perish, would alone be sufficient to 

show the whole extent of its beauty and power”. Tennyson 

opines that the Bible ought to be read, were it only for the sake 

of the grand English in which it is written, “an educational in 

itself”. According to Coleridge,  

 

Caxton and the Printing Press: It was the major factor in the 

development of MODERN ENGLISH. William Caxton 

invented the Printing Press in Germany. The first book printed 

in the English language was Caxton’s own translation. There 

were up to 20,000 books were printed in the following 150 

years. It has helped to bring about uniformity in the language to 

establish ‘a standard’ variety. 

The Great Vowel Shift- A major factor separating Middle 

English from Modern English is known as the Great Vowel 

Shift. It shows a radical change in pronunciation during the 

15th, 16th, and 18th centuries. Many languages have undergone 

the Vowel Shift. It affects from earlier to modern times. 

 

Word Formation: New words have entered and enlarged the 

vocabulary of the English Language. 48000 words have entered 

Dr Johnson’s Dictionary in the 20th Century. Several processes 

were responsible for the growth og vocabulary. The growth of 

the English vocabulary has taken place in the following  

ways. 

• Imitation 

• Extension 

• Derivation/ Affixation 

• Conversation 

• Abbreviation/Shortening/Clipping 

• Syncopation 

• Portmanteau/Blending 

• Telecoping 

• Compounding 

• Initialism and Acronyms 

• Words derived from Proper Noun 

• Back Formation 

• Freak Formation 

• Reduplication 

• Slang Words 

• Conscious Coinages 
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Section B 

We find after study of English Language that it is not a pure 

language. This language has borrowed many words from 

foreign languages. The system of borrowing words has enriched 

the English vocabulary. These kinds of borrowed words are 

called Loan Words. In the opinion of F T Wood, Loan words 

have come into English by three chief means: viz,  

a) Foreign invaders who settled in England brought in their 

words. For example, Scandinavian words after the 

Scandinavian invasion and French words after the Norman 

Conquest. 

b) Foreign contacts through trade, voyages, exploration, etc., 

bring in new words. E.g. Italian and Spanish words. 

c) Through scholarship, learning and culture, several foreign 

words have come in. E.g., Latin and Greek words during 

the Renaissance period. 

 

We examine how the English language is influenced by foreign 

influences at present. Those influences are the following. 

• The Latin Influence 

• The Greek Influence 

• The French Influence 

• Indian and Spanish 

• Dutch Influence 

• German Influence 

• Russian Influence 

• Words from Arabic 

• Hebrew Words 

• Indian Influence 

 

In this section, major writers, Shakespeare, Chaucer, Edmund 

Spenser and John Milton have made great contributions with 

their works. 

 

Section C 

We examine in this section that there is an apparent discrepancy 

between the spelling and pronunciation in Modern English. 

English is a phonetic language. Words are spelt as they are 

written. We see in the following ways. 

‘A’ is pronounced /a:/ in ‘father’; / æ/ in ‘cat’; /ɒ/ in ‘what’; /ei/ 

in ‘chamber’; /e/ in ‘any’;  

/ɔ:/ in 

‘all’;/ ə/ in ‘above’ and so on. 

The letter ‘c’ is pronounced 

/k/ in ‘cat’, and /s/ in ‘centre’ 

The combination of ‘ch’ has a different pronunciation, such as 

[tʃ] in ‘child’ 

/k/ in ‘character’ 

[ʃ] in ‘machine’ 

 

There are only 26 letters in the English alphabet, but there are 

44 phonemes. There are the following ways in which we find 

new words for the English Dictionary. 

• Change in Pronunciation 

• conversation in the system of spelling 

• Spelling reforms in English 

• British English 

• American English 

• English Grammar 

• Pronunciation 

• Regional Dialects 

• Indian English 

• English in the Post-colonial world 

• English as a global language 

 

At last, we examine that English is a real international language 

in which people learn ideas and experiments. 

 

The Future of English 

English is a global language that is used in international politics 

and governance. Its development depends on the historical 

level. It got more acceptance in a large number of countries.  

Those countries are Germany, France, Italy, Japan, Russia and 

China. It is suitable for higher education. The United Nations, 

the United States, UNESCO and the WHO accepted English as 

their medium. It is rich in language and rich in literature. Books 

on Science and technology are available in plenty in English. It 

is the first amicable language in several countries. 

There are the following certain features that make it unique. 

• Cosmopolitan Vocabulary 

• Inflectional simplicity 

• The growth of Science 

• Medicine 

• Digital Age 

 

Finally, we hope that the future of English stands full of 

promise in every step of life with Global development. 
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