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1. INTRODUCTION

In the pantheon of 20th-century political thinkers, Dr B.R.
Ambedkar occupies a unique position as both a theoretical
architect and a pragmatic statesman. Born into the
"untouchable" (Dalit) community in colonial India, his political
life was a dual struggle: against British imperialism and against
the internal imperialism of the Hindu caste system.

For an international audience, it is crucial to understand that
Ambedkar’s political thought challenged the dominant narrative
of Indian nationalism, which often subsumed internal social
hierarchies under the banner of anti-colonial unity. This paper
analyses how Ambedkar used political participation—through
agitation, negotiation, and legislation—to institutionalise a form
of liberalism that was distinctively Indian yet universal in its
appeal to human dignity.

2. Theoretical Foundations: The Trinity of Principles
Ambedkar’s political philosophy diverged significantly from
the Marxist or purely Liberal traditions of his time. His thought
was anchored in the French Revolutionary trinity of Liberty,
Equality, and Fraternity, but with a specific sociological
interpretation.

o Liberty: For Ambedkar, civil liberty was meaningless
without social liberty. He argued that a constitution could
guarantee rights, but only social morality could ensure
they were respected.

e Equality: He critiqued the mechanical view of equality,
arguing for "equality of consideration" and positive
discrimination (reservations) to level the playing field for
historically oppressed groups.

o Fraternity: This was the most crucial element for
Ambedkar. He defined fraternity as "associated life,"
essential for a cohesive nation. Without fraternity, equality
and liberty would destroy each other.

“Political democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base of

it social democracy. What does social democracy mean? It
means a way of life which recognises liberty, equality and
fraternity as the principles of life.” — Dr B.R. Ambedkar.

3. Political Participation and Activism (1920s—1940s)
Ambedkar’s entry into politics was necessitated by the silence
of mainstream Indian politics regarding the plight of the
Depressed Classes.

3.1 The Mahad Satyagraha (1927)

Often called the "foundational event" of the Dalit movement,
Ambedkar led thousands to the Chavdar Tank in Mahad to
assert the right of untouchables to drink water from public
tanks. This was not merely a water dispute; it was a political
assertion of human rights. It marked his transition from a social
reformer to a militant political leader.

3.2 The Round Table Conferences and the Poona Pact
(1930-1932)

Ambedkar’s participation in the Round Table Conferences in
London was a watershed moment. He argued that the Depressed

Classes were a distinct political minority, separate from the

Hindus, and thus deserved Separate Electorates.

e The Conflict: Mahatma Gandhi opposed this, fearing it
would divide the Hindu community, and undertook a fast
unto death.

e The Compromise: To save Gandhi’s life, Ambedkar
signed the Poona Pact of 1932, giving up separate
electorates in exchange for a higher number of reserved
seats within the general electorate.

e  Analysis: This event highlighted Ambedkar’s pragmatism.
While he viewed the Pact as a coercion, it successfully
codified the political recognition of Dalits on a national
scale.

4. Constitutionalism and State Building

Ambedkar’s greatest contribution to political practice was his
role as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Indian
Constitution.

4.1 Rights as Justifiable

Ambedkar ensured that Fundamental Rights (Articles 12-35)
were justiciable. He famously called Article 32 (the right to
constitutional remedies) the "heart and soul" of the
Constitution, empowering citizens to approach the Supreme
Court directly if their rights were violated.

4.2 The Directive Principles of State Policy

While Fundamental Rights guaranteed political democracy,
Ambedkar used the Directive Principles to lay the roadmap for
economic democracy. He envisaged a state that would not be a
passive observer but an active agent in bringing about social
welfare.

4.3 Federalism with a Strong Centre

Ambedkar championed a strong central government. Having
witnessed the partition of India, he believed a powerful centre
was necessary to protect minorities from regional
majoritarianism and to maintain national unity.

5. Views on Nationalism and the Caste System

Ambedkar’s critique of the caste system was central to his

political theory. He argued that caste was not merely a division

of labour, but a "division of labourers."

e Anti-National nature of Caste: He argued that caste
prevented the formation of a true nation because it
prevented the "osmosis of feeling" between groups.

e Annihilation of Caste: In his undelivered speech,
Annihilation of Caste (1936), he posited that political
reform was futile without social reform. He eventually
concluded that Hinduism, which he saw as sanctifying
caste, could not be reformed from within, leading to his
conversion to Buddhism in 1956.
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6. Economic Thought: State Socialism

In his memorandum, States and Minorities (1947), Ambedkar

proposed a radical form of "State Socialism" to be written into

the Constitution. He advocated for:

1. State ownership of key industries.

2. Nationalisation of land and collective farming.

3. State control of insurance. Although this radical economic
structure was not fully adopted in the final Constitution, it
revealed his belief that political liberty is hollow without
economic security.

7. Conclusion: The Legacy of a Social Democrat

Dr B.R. Ambedkar’s political participation was a relentless
crusade to transform India from a culture of hierarchy to a
culture of rights. His political thought offers a universal
framework: that democracy is not merely a form of
government, but a mode of associated living. For the
international community, Ambedkar remains a beacon for how
legal and political instruments can be utilised to dismantle
centuries of structural inequality.

REFERENCES

1. Ambedkar BR. Annihilation of Caste. Jullundur: Bheem
Patrika Publications; 1936.

2. Ambedkar BR. States and Minorities. Bombay: Thacker &
Co., 1947.

3. Jaffrelot C. Dr Ambedkar and Untouchability: Fighting the
Indian Caste System. New York: Columbia University
Press; 2005.

4. Keer D. Dr. Ambedkar: Life and Mission. Mumbai:
Popular Prakashan; 1990.

5. Rodrigues V, editor. The Essential Writings of B.R.
Ambedkar. New Delhi: Oxford University Press; 2002.

6. Zelliot E. From Untouchable to Dalit: Essays on the
Ambedkar Movement. New Delhi: Manohar Publishers;
2001.

Creative Commons (CC) License
This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution—-NonCommercial—
NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) license. This
license permits sharing and redistribution of the article in any
medium or format for non-commercial purposes only, provided that
appropriate credit is given to the original author(s) and source. No
modifications, adaptations, or derivative works are permitted under
this license.
About the corresponding author
Dr. Vijayakumar B is a faculty member in the
Department of Studies and Research in Political Science at
Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Ballari,
Karnataka, India. His academic interests include political
- theory, Indian politics, social justice, and constitutional
studies, with active involvement in teaching and research.

© 2026 DR. Vijayakumar B. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY
14 . . .
NC ND).https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

