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Abstract

The period from 1989 to 2014 represents an epoch-making transitional phase in the history of
Indian politics, generally referred to as the 'era of coalition politics' or 'the age of the multi-
party system.' With the 9th General Election of 1989, the one-party dominance of the Indian
National Congress formally came to an end, and regional political parties made a decisive
entry into the centre of national politics. This research paper presents a multidimensional and
analytical study of the role, influence, and strategic behaviour of regional parties in the various
coalition governments formed at the Centre between 1989 and 2014.

The study highlights how, during the periods of the National Front (1989-1991), the United
Front (1996-1998), the National Democratic Alliance (NDA: 1998-2004), and the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA: 2004-2014), regional parties played the role of 'kingmaker' and
policy-shapers. This paper examines the impact of regional aspirations on the discourse
surrounding Indian federalism, foreign policy, economic reforms, and secularism versus
communalism. The study concludes that although the excessive influence of regional parties
sometimes gave rise to policy paralysis and political instability, it also lent Indian democracy a
more inclusive, representative, and federal character.

T 1989 F 2014 BT HIAAS YR IS B e & T FAHR] YHHU HId HT Hfaffra
BT B, R TmrRId: TTEdY IS BT T a1 Wgeeld Rl BT SR HET SNl 81 1989 P 93
3{TH TG & T YR BT H & ThGard YYD (One-Party Dominance) BT TN 3fd il
3R o & b H el i gal o1 Fuifge g g TRad 2Ny U 1989 F 2014
F g &g o FAftfa fafid Todym WReRT o &l gat @t ufiyeT, gurd, 3R Yorifas aeR &1 TE
g U4 fORavuTed S TRgd HRdl g |
g # g5 X@ifhd foha T & % {59 UeHR I A (1989-1991), T HET (1996-1998),
% TAIRA® TEEUT (NDA: 1998-2004), TUT Tgad TIA=e TSEH (UPA: 2004-2014) & SR
gal 3 fmer ok Hifa-RuRke o Yfiw AU a8 v URdy Juarg fagw Hifa, enffe
FURY, 3R PR STH-HiverRiedr & farsl iR &sha aeianall & uwrd o1 qie Bl 2|
3ferg e ffa rar 8 o aerfdy &g oal & srafiie ua 3 s it-waf fifera digar ok Terifas
goH fam
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1. TG
YRA ISHifde a1 & fabr aEr § 1989 &1 a¥ T
TEAYUl A R4g g3l WA & UYTd UyH oI ax1dh! ab
YRAT IO TR X! HISRT gRT Widuiied & o
P UHST T QT 1977 H ST ISl &1 TRt gy
Jfegalfeih Il fbd 1989 & 9d AHIYUT FA@ 7 HURA™
o & Sgaard R ufawud erd & Rrf wu § =fid
% a1 1989 T ABR 2014 IF F 25 TN &b HIAWS H YR
H fpelt oft vt oI &t o dibayn H quf Igad (272
1Y) U Tt gofml 39 UMM A I & TEEYT WBRN
(Coalition Governments) Cal G{Qﬁﬁff w1 fea

3 25-a410 HIaES B TEd YIS TS
Yo AP TR W &G <ol BT dlg IHR U1l Efds g
HYH (DMK), 3id sfear 8@l sl T sWH
(AIADMK), dQ7 &R UIel (TDP), SHISIATGl UTel (SP),
§gol JAN UTSl (BSP), AT & (RID), ST &
gARCeS (JD-U), Jured (TMC), 3R S SHaT gd
%)ﬁ%aﬁﬁﬁnw%aﬁwﬁﬁgﬂﬁﬁ

|

[ 1989: Teeila H¥{d I 3id ]

.0. TgGelly awdT Tl
ﬁn@mmm
m & mestanai &1 MR ﬁ Fdta Ffa = v
« IO IR 3T Wl &1 HHarg
(v 3tmaibT) (Bargaining Federalism)
« 30T TgEH @ forer ife 3 anfdfe
(o) TR R

&2 el & 39 SUR Pl ANIg ATed A "HRA oA B

G Ahaid IHR Pl g, forad Uss o, aferdl, 8k

i Tgar A Terifa & st &1 =5 fe=m 1 uxga

MY U T & Ig fazafta @31 § f& 1989-2014 &

IRM &Y <ol = e TR W I G, edlg & W,

gﬁm‘mm, quT facwr Hifd &1 foew Iar a& wuifaa
|

2. dgifds wd W geyf: Teedl uye A
TSEYT T B 3R

2.1 THGAId WY@ BT aH=

AT & YT 1952, 1957, 1962, 3R 1967 P 3ATH FMET &
Wﬂ@amwmwlsﬂwﬁﬂﬁm

faRa®! 7 THead WY@ U & w0 § fafed faan fag
1960 & GRH & ITRIG | T4l B TR-FHHGATE B! qaR T,
o aRUmRGET 1967 & AU FAmEl H 9 It H IR-
FHIUT TWHR &1 | g &3 Al BT uy Wdd IR
T |

2.2 qrATRoTS- 3 Yfad 3R Wea-wfeR Ieifa

1980 & RIS o 3ifaw aul | &I U@ geAIs) A & gal &

mm{&[émarﬂ
Hed AN $ BTN (1990): 377 Uzt 7°f (0BC)
BT 27 U SRET 3 F MU A SO WRA |
FHTSATG! OISt (SP), AP ST &el (RID), 3R S &
Y &3 el B AT YR U fhar|

2. W THYA g @feR Ieifa): URd S
U1l (BIJP) & IUR & IR H YHARUEIT & HSTEER &
U &=t gal A W9 B Ui a9

1989-2014: YR IS &1 Aoy iR sgedia
BRI

- TﬁF‘ﬁﬁf
ot ?Il%fltl
3 1
... . .
d|h T TSEEA g “* avita/ vidta get
o INC (STPT/UPA) * DMK, AIADMK, TDP, SP,
o BJP (IFT/NDA) RJD, TMC, JD(U), BJD 31§

I I
!

{'@ 5 e e |

3. &A1Y gal & IUR & UHH
1989$q%rm83ﬂﬁaﬁ$wgﬁﬂwﬁ%ﬁﬁvﬁq$aﬂﬁ$
IS B3 IRTTIHSD 3R JTHTS HRP IREr U

3.1 SU-IPrTE SR Aivplas

YR P HIVTS, ISP, ﬁ?aﬁnﬁﬁwaﬁéﬁm
oA d (G i) Yofa: gafed & o orqmd ||
qfaTg | %[4S Uga™ (DMK/AIADMK), 318 Ue=T 8 de]
TH-WIYAN (TDP), qUT UAH §a # el ugaq
(TMC/aTH ) 3 Uidia T & fonst & o= faar

3.2 3R Igriw T 3R &g sRyATaT

1991 & -4 e YURT (LPG) & &1g o4l & T TS
e o1 sEFar 94 I, st Ao, iR Fdi
TSI F UG F RIT I60 TWHRT $I Fg W & 1
DI AHTIRIHAT HEYH §s, o1 & gl A HRCAAaD
|
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3.3 AP gl T AITSF &RUT
ﬂ@ﬂ ol (RweR i) # SiaR® diedd &1 3G,
3t B, AR WidT e F A& B HRU TidT
TR W SFYR dTdd &3] (Regional Satraps) = 30 PRES
SHITdD &dl Mdd B fed |

4. TogY WRART & (Afvd R R &g gat &
YFIPT (1989-2014)

1989 F 2014 T P 25 U BI TSEYT oA P IR WY
RO H faHTford v fazaftd fvar s g &

4.1 Y¥ IROT: AP AT SR FRUIAT BT GIR (1989-1991)

1989 & 99 AHYHT TG H HIAY 197 el R Rme TS|

fayy yamu Rig & ﬁaa T ?TgTq =t (Natlonal Front)

IRBR B T3 g3, o URfTg Siar uref (86 i) 3R am

o (52 i) o1 T8 Q gHd= ure m|

o TIRIvEr: U8 Ugdl 3G U1 9F dHg T WHR &1 i
&= iR Ui uea! (dq] ¢xM UIet, Siudd, o™
01 GRYE) & Hfs HgdN WR T ATl

o YfAPT: TU IR T a7 XM TSI & Ad1 T, & I\ G
ST A & Sieae & FU H & gl B AP ued
R Thyc H3 H Ageayqul At AvE|

4.2 fgdia wRor: Jgea vl &1 3R - ey & Fu i

& T (1996-1998)

1996 & 11d AIbGHT IATd & §1G HARIP T4 &1 A H 13

&= 3R auf gat A fraeR Wged Wl (United Front)

CARICRACRIN

o T ). ITNST T 313, F. ToRTA WPN: Y &
mﬂwﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁnaﬁwwﬁuﬂm

. wutran:maﬂwm 3Ty USRT o GoaHaT T
WW(TDP)%%@%%W%WI#
YT T § g YfieT R | S8 YR didda
T Uit &0l &1 TR WHI AT ST 8 1

4.3 AT TIOT: SIS TS (NDA: 1998-2004)
3cd fogr™t & g § ISAT (NDA) BT T3 YR
TESYT S BT T WA BT IR UTI qH 20 T 3fAH
et o e g1

Ay MRS ST et
() |

(&1 T & - ~180 HiT)

édm '\‘13'\'1" o
T T l
(@) ( Rl
(
™) | W ) @ G
AIADMK | [ DMK 0P Tc"ag'“m}’;;' 5;;'1";3 BJD Alali Dal || Shiv Sena cy oo
|| (afirerg) '@ﬁ'—ngl (3 2z1) qmanm) (Rrgr) ‘(w@v (dorma) tmrs;l (aulﬂrﬂ?)
8 A \ ) )

1 anfta a3 Fwel @ g A 2T (NDA) TR P16 g1 m@iWWM|

o  TBEYT YEUH: HISTUT A U HR TSl (URT 370, THH
IRe dfedr, IH #fex) P T T@H IS 9IS
gAdH (National Agenda for Governance)
JOR |

o &FNT Tl BT qETG: 1998 H TMESUSITHS (STgerterd)
ERT gAY Iy o IR Ieodt RER 1 die § R 713,
Gﬁmﬂﬁaﬁm&W(VetoPower)ﬁmgl
1999 H A3 (Fsag Tg) A 9} ¥ gHUH TR
WHR P! FRRAT UeH $I, Fga T 3y e & oy Ut

Hog ggrIdl UTd ot |

4.4 IgYd TUT: AGad WA= TSEUT (UPA 1 Td UPA

I1: 2004-2014)

81 gHied Rig & 9@ # YW (UPA) RSBR A 10 a8

(2004-2014) T MG {HAT| g IRUT &A1T gl &1 TRINTT

URTiERY $fiR HeaTolt o Herarer 1 & feig Tl

o TWII (2004-2009): SITHD, oG, JUl, I9UN, 3R
JuR gall & THAH R SR ATl oG YIE a1
e g1ed (| T SR SuAds Adrstt & He@yut
II?TI%E'R’ HATAY (Lucrative Portfolios) el

o TWLI (2009-2014): OIS HIG (HEAT §ol) 3R
SITqed (TH. H3MAY) B YfihT sfdd 3MehHd g
THAT §01 3 G&x] AR & THSISTE (FDI in Retail)
3R T ST JHENA DT Bl faRIY B Hg WRBR Bl
Hifaai @1 sravg fan|

5. 19892014 B YHH TEEYT WRBRI BT JAATHD
fa=aryor

FTAES IR LR LE] T & Ued od fRRa1 vd 481 7y

1989-1990 ISt A 3. 0. Rig AR, St TSt 11 HTg; HST ST o1, $1cid SRR
1990-1991 | gHToIaTe] of-idl arer TR ST & (TH) 4 TG, I & aT8s] GHYH | R
1996-1997 Tgad A T, S aaeT A, Suges, SurRit, o Al 18 TTE; &HT &FTdt gRT TR’ ot UftTesT
1997-1998 e A 313, &. ToRTA A, Seas, Jur, arF g 11 A18; ToRTd RIGId @R
1998-1999 RTSRT (NDA-) T, &, gt AIADMK, T OIS, St odl gd 13 ATg; | dIc Y WRPR PTG
1999-2004 RSRT (NDA-IT) U, & gt TDP, U HIUW, G, BN g | 5 a¥ gul, TR T3aY JeUA &1 Ihd Aled
2004-2009 TUAT (UPA-T) S 7 He Rig T, I5le, T, fuAd 5 ay guf, JrTioIs BTSRRI JIoHTY (HA)
2009-2014 U (UPA-T) S7. gTe Rig JUHE BTN, S, T 5 8 quf; HfoRTd U 3TR & gl b
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6. IR WYaTe UR &1 gl &1y

RIS Heel 3R Fe-fifd R URURS ¥ § b5 TWHR BT

1989 § 2014 P IR 7 YR TIAIE & WU B gD UHIIBR 6T g1 fhd 1989-2014 F Hraws | g o

(Centripetal) T FeaAR Wﬁ od @é’aﬁﬁ % Hydre
(Bargaining and Cooperative Federalism) T ufeafda & fean

HHaTg & W@ey & Afaerfis ufikada
HAAA1-1989: ThIcH® HadIG
b (Unitary Federalism)
3BT 356 BT
A Jeafiie geuant

T (@) s /}?\\

_wﬁ.’ﬂ%ﬂ?{

4

1989-2014: HicaTslt & HEATG
(Bargaining Federalism)

Fg TWHR H &pig
weafiat o gof ffer

© 10 @
| @) s
S 5 o
e ?, Hfer Frafor § 3= A
& et writerdt 3R Sikarit

6.1 TG 356 b GEUART A HT

1989 ¥ G4 &g WK faRIEh Gal Bt I WBRI I @R
BT & (U HfAY P FdG 356 (TPUT W) BT
TRAR geUaNT Har ff (3Ia1. iR ieh =@ | fdhg
1989 & YT &% H &= gal ! Furias Iufufa qur oo
3R, TS AT (1994) & W HI¢ & g & HRU
TG 356 BT TANT fd T g1 7|

6.2 fa<fta J=arg (Fiscal Federalism)

T3S BT H & gal 7 3o IS & forg oy enfdfes

UHS, R Fe, AR a1 URASHISH & U IR &

fore Felta et @t wvfad farar:

o AT T 31y U™ & forw AgeRIETE SR 3l fawy
Bq Sar R &1 g1 feww g1 faar|

e G 3R OE (@) A fNER F oy Ry g &1 g=f
TR B Bty IS & g J 3@

o T amam &) Ry 7 o0t & o &l e | ey
TRl & ga1d g & do! YHDT @

7. grduif~e Hifq vd fadwr Aifa w gvme
1989-2014 & T &1 gl 1 YfHHT Had WBR T 3R
iRM 9@ g T8 W@, dfcdr I/ URA &I SifaRks
Trdeites ot 3R faew Hify & d=re & o TeRE ¥
gHIfad foar|

71 ﬁ%ﬂ Hifa &1 a'aﬁuw (Regionalization of Foreign

Policy)

A fac=r =ifd &1 yrer ¥ Q guifad e

1. HRd-fid®T TaY @femrg &1 uuE): Swhd R
TSNS A fdds aWe & e W dg WHR
TSN U9 WU WR AMaR gard §-Tl 2013 § IuT
WHR P JEATIIRYT (UNHRC) | T & faams
UATd &1 T B & o AoTeR 8141 Ul

2. HRA-INARY JaY (UfYH S BT YHE): 2011 &
YYHHA THE Rig &1 G161 a1 & SR Uiy sa
| Al THar s (TMC) 3 T S dedr

TR gHIER B ¥ Sifaq T9g § 771 o faan,
O YRA-Iee™ Feifae daei § ™R iRy
IaF gl 9% Sffaiad, Yy dar awsha (Land

Boundary Agreement) Tt E_igl

3. YRA-3MARST URHATY JUSET (2008): aF Hd R
WHR I I a0 o & SIe T (SHRI=1/AAH
ed) = GIT RPHR Bl gA1HR 39 Ui faewr Fifa
T B oiid axH | oo yftre g |

@ R wamm

) A 1

B
(DMK/AIADMK)

&) swera i :\\/‘: I A3 ‘i/: TER T

7.2 ArTfoTe- 3w =fiferay &1 feizor

o VP UTHIT AR TREY TUFIH (MGNREGA):
U1 TRBR H auf gl 3R &g Igaiifi & gard
& HRU UAGTRIS SHBHATIBR] -ifadl A gs|

o Uoe fad=ht fawr (Fp) &1 fARY: W1 8F (Retail
Sector) 7 THSI3ME &1 faRly JUiIe SN 3R JuT A1
3 fan, foR% SR VW11 T H S JURT I
TIAT UST a1 SN HA1 9Tl

gﬁsﬂuaﬁaﬂ@mwmwzwqﬁ

MY g T & Al & SMhM® UHME A URAH

mew@wﬁw%um
|

8.1 HHRTHAD UG (Strengths)

. = FUarg B RITYHAT: $5-I50 Yaell § dga- A1fid
TN 3R Tl Bt SHTAT Bl faeedt & IraRT & SFg
HRAT ST g T

2. gAY didad (Inclusive Democracy): JHIS & 9
(SNRR, gferd, sreueiaa®, iR HIifte 9 4 R
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aa)shujﬁsﬁfaﬁ?) 3 1 I § ugel Wi

3. ﬁmm W P/ THA <q & _HfUAHaG
(Authoritarianism) P JUTGHT JHTT _g'él % WBR DI
TA® Hifd W 3mH Wﬁf (Consensus) TR & f%m 1322

RIS

8.2 THRTAD Ugq Ud gfaal (Weaknesses)

1. fama T[T (Policy Paralysis): JaIR® TAvEl 3R
&= FgaitRll &1 diel Ul & HRUT s Tgdqul
T T TRIAS YUR 8 a e @ |

2. JAIRATS TSI 3R AHARIT: & gal A U
I fd & RIF W a1l Uidia a1 safekrd fadl
ol a oo A A c R U S G e i 2 R B o R | A Y
THATE! &1 HiT HRAT 3HTH 1d 81 TS|

3. YPRR &1 WFH’IW 2G WaeH dierel (Gqd
Jr3tt ot Tferdn) 3R FHIger iide Yierar S JATHa!
3 I8 <RI % TEEYH $f 99 & gad U TBT gd
&g Tl & YPTR & Ufd i Hg od 3|

4. roTifa® SAFRURET: 1989 I 1999 & 10 I8 & HaR
YR &1 5 AT FATE! 3R 7 GYFHEAT BT AT AT

TeT, o 39 @ srfoawit 3R Ird R faudid uya

US|

9.2014 % UYTd PT dgad 3R e

9.1 2014: THGeITT IgHA DI aTqAT

¥ 2014 F 163 AHGHT AT T YRR ST TIef 7 R
Tt & g & gof 9ghd (282 HiT) ured faani 2019 & 59
g ¥ &R gfa (303 W) g81 3T 25-avffg EeeH
(1989-2014) &1 T8 &R faa1 3R URd TH-gd UYd
JuTelt & Yo' (Resurgent One-Party Dominance) FR A
PERIGERIGI]

10. foremd
1989 F 2014 TP BT TS TRDRI DT &R HRAIG dAlhdd &
URU® BH BT HIaEs YTl 39 SR § &g gal 3 9 Had
Fdlg T & A B YU, S YR & fafdy ok
fa=ITet M- 1 AP eI H R e
T & <l DI 3MhTHG Aeamh 7 HH-HH TWPR Bi
fRRT 3R o o 1 emar o1 S foba, fobg g8 g ot
99§81 INeH T8 6T & T4 URd @I T
. GUTHD 3R FHERN IoHIfde Ugd UeH o
1989-2014 B SR R o Tepl I I8 Rig &% foar
% URd o fafayamguf <=1 & THdl &I §E I &
?Easﬂum&n&ﬁmw AT fdd SHfard
|
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